
FIRST READING 
A reading from the book of 
Genesis 2:18-24 
The Lord God said, ‘It is not good that the 
man should be alone. I will make him a 
helpmate.’ So from the soil the Lord God 
fashioned all the wild beasts and all the birds of 
heaven. These he brought to the man to see 
what he would call them, each one was to bear 
the name the man would give it. The man gave 
names to all the cattle, all the birds of heaven 
and all the wild beasts. But no helpmate 
suitable for man was found for him. So the 
Lord God made the man fall into a deep sleep. 
And while he slept, he took one of his ribs and 
enclosed it in flesh. The Lord God built the rib 
he had taken from the man into a woman, and 
brought her to the man. The man exclaimed: 
‘This at last is bone from my bones, and flesh 
from my flesh! This is to be called woman, for 
this was taken from man.’ This is why a man 
leaves his father and mother and joins himself 
to his wife, and they become one body. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
R/: May the Lord bless us 

all the days of our lives. 
 

SECOND READING 
A reading from the letter to the 
Hebrews 2:9-11 
We see in Jesus one who was for a short while 
made lower than the angels and is now 
crowned with glory and splendour because he 
submitted to death; by God’s grace he had to 
experience death for all mankind. As it was his 
purpose to bring a great many of his sons into 
glory, it was appropriate that God, for whom 
everything exists and through whom 
everything exists, should make perfect, 
through suffering, the leader who would take 
them to their salvation. For the one who 
sanctifies, and the ones who are sanctified, are 

of the same stock; that is why he openly calls 
them brothers. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

If we love one another, 
God will live in us in perfect love. 

Alleluia!  
 

GOSPEL READING 
A reading from the Gospel according to 
Mark 10:2-16 
Some Pharisees approached Jesus and asked, 
‘Is it against the law for a man to divorce his 
wife?’ They were testing him. He answered 
them, ‘What did Moses command you?’ 
‘Moses allowed us’ they said ‘to draw up a writ 
of dismissal and so to divorce.’ Then Jesus 
said to them, ‘It was because you were so 
unteachable that he wrote this commandment 
for you. But from the beginning of creation 
God made them male and female. This is why 
a man must leave father and mother, and the 
two become one body. They are no longer 
two, therefore, but one body. So then, what 
God has united, man must not divide.’ Back 
in the house the disciples questioned him 
again about this, and he said to them, ‘The 
man who divorces his wife and marries 
another is guilty of adultery against her. And 
if a woman divorces her husband and marries 
another she is guilty of adultery too.’ 
People were bringing little children to him, for 
him to touch them. The disciples turned them 
away, but when Jesus saw this he was 
indignant and said to them, ‘Let the little 
children come to me; do not stop them; for it 
is to such as these that the kingdom of God 
belongs. I tell you solemnly, anyone who does 
not welcome the kingdom of God like a little 
child will never enter it.’ Then he put his arms 
round them, laid his hands on them and gave 
them his blessing. 
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The Pharisees were not asking about the acceptability of divorce; it was permitted by law. 
Jesus responds to their challenge with one of his own. Without undermining the authority 
of Moses, he goes beyond the Mosaic tradition to the original intent of God as found in 
the creation account. In God's design the couple become one flesh and must not be 
separated. Later Jesus explains his challenge of the patriarchal understanding of divorce 
and remarriage. Jesus then makes children the symbol and model of those who would 
receive and enter the reign of God. The reign of God must be accepted as children might 
accept a gift. Furthermore, it must also be entered with the un-self-consciousness of 
children. 
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PARISH PRIEST:  CHELTENHAM / HIGHETT 
Fr Alan Fox BH: 9583 6161 / AH: 9555 3557 
Email:   Alan.Fox@cam.org.au 
 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS: 9583 6161 
Monday – Friday 9am – 3.30pm 
Parish Secretary: Fatima De Ponte-Gill 
Accountant: Maureen Ryan 
 

OUR SCHOOLS: 
 

Our Lady of the Assumption 9584 9488 
Principal: Mr Richard Jacques 
Email:  principal@olacheltenham.catholic.edu.au 
 

St Agnes’ Primary School 9532 0344 
Principal: Mr Lachlan Foott 
Email: lfoott@sahighett.catholic.edu.au  
  

MASS TIMES –  CHELTENHAM & HIGHETT 
 

SATURDAY VIGIL & SUNDAY MASSES: 
 - currently suspended 
Saturday [St Agnes Church] 6:00 pm 
Sunday [OLA] 9:00 am, 11:00 am 
 

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:  
Tuesday  [St Agnes Church] 9.00 am 
Tuesday  [OLA Church] 6.00 pm 
Wednesday  [OLA Church] 9.15 am 
Thursday [OLA Church] 9.15 am 
Friday [St Agnes Church] 9.00 am 
Saturday [OLA Church] 9.00 am 
 

COMMUNION SERVICES – OLA  /  St Agnes: 
- currently suspended  

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: (in line 
with Covid-safe Protocols) By appointment. 
Please contact Fr Alan, or the Parish Office. 
 

 

BAPTISMS: currently suspended 
Please direct all enquiries for the Sacrament of 
Baptism to the Office: 9583 6161. 
 

WEDDINGS: 
By appointment, 6 months’ notice required. 
Saturdays or weekdays (not Sundays). 
 
 

 
 

The clergy, employees and volunteers of our two 
parishes are committed to upholding a duty of care 
to all children, young people and vulnerable adults, 
taking all reasonable steps to protect children, 
young people and vulnerable adults from all forms 
of abuse and harm and commit to safeguard their 
health and well-being. 
 

 

TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME – YEAR B 

2nd & 3rd October, 2021 
 
 
 

 

 
PRAYING FOR: 
 

Deacon Charles English, 
 
 

 

…and all who died recently. 
 

We also remember:  
 

 

Bill Wilson, Dot Ryan, 
Frank Forbes, Marjorie Joseph, 

 
.…and all whose anniversaries occur about 

this time. 
 
 
 

…and we keep in our prayers all who are 
currently unwell. 

 
 
 
 

Readings for this liturgical year from Advent 
2020 to Christ the King 2021 are taken from 

Year B in the Lectionary cycle 
Should you wish to view the Scripture 

Readings for Daily Mass (Australian Liturgical 
Calendar) please visit: 

https://www.universalis.com/australia.melbourne/1000/Mass 
 
 

VOLUNTEERS:  Please make sure that your 
WWCC/POLICE CHECK documents are 
current, that is, have not expired, and copies made 
available to the Parish Office. 
 

UPDATED COVID RESTRICTIONS: Stage 
Four restrictions now apply. General Guidelines 
from the Archdiocese (Update #49: 27th 
September, 2021) are available online at: 
https://melbournecatholic.org/covid-19-guidelines 

 

PARISH STEWARDSHIP: Thank you to all 
parishioners who continue to support both the 
Thanksgiving and Presbytery collections through 
your generous contributions. Both OLA & St 
Agnes are now registered for online contributions. 
The CDF Pay link for OLA, Cheltenham is:
 http://bit.ly/CDFpayCheltenham 
 
 

The CDF Pay link for St Agnes, Highett is: 
http://bit.ly/CDFpayHighett 

 

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS BEGINS  
A friendly reminder that our 
clocks go forward 1 hour, this 
Sunday, 3rd October, at 2.00am! 

 
PLENERY COUNCIL The 
Catholic Church in Australia 
will gather for the First 
Assembly of the Plenary 
Council from Sunday 3rd - 10th October, 2021. 
17 delegates from the Archdiocese of Melbourne 
have been called to participate in this gathering. 
The Plenary Council website will provide daily 
livestreams of parts of the Plenary Sessions and 
Masses which includes the Opening Mass on 
Sunday 3rd October 2021. For further details visit: 
www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/assembly-1/ 
Plenary Council Masses and daily morning 
prayer booklets for full participation are also 
available: www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/prayer/ 
 

POSTPONEMENT OF THE OLA 
PARISH FETE 2021 – Sadly, due to 
all the enduring restrictions, the 

OLA Parish Fete for 2021 has had to be 
postponed, with a new date, to be advised, 
for 2022. Many were so looking forward to 
bringing our community together and 
hosting a huge event for our families. For 
those who are already crafting, propagating 
plants, and securing donated goods, please 
know your efforts will not go to waste. 
Anything you have made will be gladly 
utilised at the rescheduled 2022 Fete. 

 

CATHOLIC THEOLOGICAL 
COLLEGE is offering the unit: 
‘Christian Faith and World Religions: 

Inter-religious Dialogue in Australia’. 
This unit is designed for all who wish to 

contribute in a practical way to the multi-faith and 
multi-cultural society which Australia has become. 
If you are interested in finding out more, we are 
offering a free information session on Wednesday 
20th October 2021, 7.00pm - 7.30pm. To register 
please visit the following website: 
divinity.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEpfuyorzsiGtGBj
Ois8utrlDbWvjMe_fWR 

OCTOBER: MONTH OF THE 
ROSARY Parishioners from both 
OLA and St Agnes’ are invited to gather 

and pray the Rosary each week during the month 
of October, utilising the Zoom platform (an online 
link). If you’d like to be part of a small group to 
organise this ‘way of praying’ please contact 
Maree via email at: mholmes@macs.vic.edu.au. Our 
role would be to plan the date and time, organise 
how we’ll pray the Rosary online and ensure its 
prayerful and engaging for all. If you’re interested 
in being part of the organising group please email 
Maree, by Tuesday, 5th October. 
 

LOCKDOWN LIGHT – Podcasts for 
Christian living: How to keep our kids Catholic:  
In this episode of The Word on Fire show, Bishop 
Robert Barron and Brandon Vogt discuss what 
helps children retain their faith into young 
adulthood. To listen, navigate to: 
www.bit.ly/ChristianLiving5 Getting to know your 
Bible: Science and the Bible - Are they opposed?  
Getting Started: In this video, Bishop Robert 
Barron firmly debunks the common claim that 
science and religion are diametrically opposed. 
For more details, visit: bit.ly/BibleGettingStarted5a 
Further resources here: reasonfaithscience.com  
Going Deeper: This video skilfully explores a 
Catholic understanding of the Book of Genesis’ 
account of creation through a tapestry of voices: 
www.bit.ly/BibleGoingDeeper5 
 

RENTAL ACCOMMODATION: 2 Bedroom 
Unit with a large single garage in Jean Street, 
Cheltenham. Close to public transport and Southland 
Shopping Centre. $410 per week.  Contact Geraldine 
on 0434 528 265 for further information. 
 

QR CODES - Mandatory use of the 
Victorian Government QR Code 
Service: We are required to use this 

service. Whenever we’re permitted to gather for 
liturgical celebrations, we’re strongly encouraged 
to utilise the Service Victoria App with a capable 
digital device, to register your attendance via our 
location specific QR codes, just as you’re asked 
to do at other venues. Digital record keeping is 
proving vital to efficient contact tracing. 
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