
FIRST READING 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 55:6-9 

Seek the Lord while he is still to be found, 
call to him while he is still near. Let the 
wicked man abandon his way, the evil man 
his thoughts. Let him turn back to the Lord 
who will take pity on him, to our God who 
is rich in forgiving; for my thoughts are not 
your thoughts, my ways not your ways – it 
is the Lord who speaks. Yes, the heavens 
are as high above earth as my ways are 
above your ways, my thoughts above your 
thoughts. 

 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

R/: The Lord is near to all who call him. 
 

 
SECOND READING 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 
Philippians 1:20-24, 27 

Christ will be glorified in my body, whether 
by my life or by my death. Life to me, of 
course, is Christ, but then death would 
bring me something more; but then again, 
if living in this body means doing work 
which is having good results – I do not 
know what I should choose. I am caught in 
this dilemma: I want to be gone and be with 
Christ, which would be very much the 
better, but for me to stay alive in this body 
is a more urgent need for your sake. Avoid 
anything in your everyday lives that would 
be unworthy of the gospel of Christ. 

 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Open our hearts, O Lord, 

to listen to the words of your Son. 
Alleluia! 

GOSPEL READING 

A reading from the holy Gospel according 
to Matthew  20:1-16 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘The kingdom of 
heaven is like a landowner going out at 
daybreak to hire workers for his vineyard. 
He made an agreement with the workers for 
one denarius a day, and sent them to his 
vineyard. Going out at about the third hour 
he saw others standing idle in the market 
place and said to them, “You go to my 
vineyard too and I will give you a fair wage.” 
So they went. At about the sixth hour and 
again at about the ninth hour, he went out 
and did the same. Then at about the 
eleventh hour he went out and found more 
men standing round, and he said to them, 
“Why have you been standing here idle all 
day?” “Because no one has hired us” they 
answered. He said to them, “You go into 
my vineyard too.” In the evening, the owner 
of the vineyard said to his bailiff, “Call the 
workers and pay them their wages, starting 
with the last arrivals and ending with the 
first.”  
 

So those who were hired at about the 
eleventh hour came forward and received 
one denarius each. When the first came, 
they expected to get more, but they too 
received one denarius each. They took it, 
but grumbled at the landowner. “The men 
who came last” they said “have done only 
one hour, and you have treated them the 
same as us, though we have done a heavy 
day’s work in all the heat.” He answered one 
of them and said, “My friend, I am not 
being unjust to you; did we not agree on one 
denarius? Take your earnings and go. I 
choose to pay the last comer as much as I 
pay you. 
 

Have I no right to do what I like with my 
own? Why be envious because I am 
generous?” Thus the last will be first, and 
the first, last.’ 
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This gospel offers yet another challenge to human ideas about what is just and reveals 

the generosity of God. The Master makes a point of having those who came last paid 

first. One must imagine the queue, with the newly arrived workers at the head and 

those tired from a full day’s labour watching as the late-comers are paid in full. In 

many ways, the audience is drawn into sharing their disappointment and indignation. 

If those employed early had been at the head of the queue, they would have gone off 

happy with their contracted wage. The problem arises only when they see the 

latecomers reaping the same reward. This alludes to a problem that has arisen in 

Matthew’s community. Those Jewish Christians who have risked all and believed 

from the beginning are now seeing the newcomers to faith being offered the same 

reward. Jesus’ answer is simple: the kingdom is God’s. God can do as he likes, and 

what God chooses is to welcome all and offer reward to all who come to belief, no 

matter at what stage. 
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PARISH PRIEST: HIGHETT / CHELTENHAM 
Fr Alan Fox 9583 6161 
Email:   Alan.Fox@cam.org.au 

 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS: 9532 1794 
Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday 9:30am-3:30pm 
Secretary:    Elizabeth Sebastian 
Email:   Highett@cam.org.au  
 

PARISH SCHOOL: 
St Agnes’ Primary School 9532 0344 
Principal: Mr Lachlan Foott 
Email: lfoott@sahighett.catholic.edu.au 
  

 

MASS TIMES:  
 

SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

MASS TIMES:  
Saturday  6:00 pm 
Sunday 8:00 am, 10:00 am 
Tuesday 9.00 am 
Wednesday 9.00 am 
Thursday 9.00 am 
Friday 9.00 am 
Saturday 9.00 am 
 

COMMUNION SERVICE:  

Monday 9.00 am 
 

SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

RECONCILIATION: 
Saturdays: 9.30am 
 

 

BAPTISMS: SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

Please direct all enquiries for the Sacrament of 
Baptism to the Parish Office:  9532 1794 
 

WEDDINGS: SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 
By appointment, 6 months’ notice required. 
Saturdays or weekdays (not Sundays).  
Contact the Parish Office:  9532 1794  

 
 

 

 

In St Agnes Parish - clergy, employees and 
volunteers are committed to upholding a duty of 
care to all children, young people and vulnerable 
adults, taking all reasonable steps to protect 
children, young people and vulnerable adults 
from all forms of abuse and harm and commit to 
safeguard their health and well-being. 
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PRAYING FOR: 
 

…all those who died recently. 
 

We also remember: 
 

 
 

 

…all whose anniversaries 

occur about this time. 
 

 

Please keep in your prayers the Sick: 
 

Francis Arokiasamy, Leslie Raymond, 

Augustine A, Bill Power, Cecily Anthony, 

Jerome D’Souza, Phillip Greco, Carol Davies, 

Nick Lourdes, Ann Ward. 
 

 

 

VOLUNTEERS:  Please make sure that your 
WWCC/POLICE CHECK documents are 
current, that is, have not expired, and copies 
made available to the Parish Office. 
 

COVID RESTRICTIONS: Stage Four 
restrictions now apply. General Guidelines from 
the Archdiocese (Update #16 : 16th Sept. 2020): 

https://cam.org.au/wp-content/uploads/16-
16September20-UPDATE-COVID-19-
GENERAL-GUIDELINES.pdf 
 

WEEKLY OFFERINGS:  Please consider 
putting your Thanksgiving Offerings into one 
envelope with your number written on it and the 
amount.  Please do the same for your presbytery 
offerings.  This will reduce unnecessary work for 
the counters.  Thank you for your understanding 
and assistance. Please contact the Parish Office 
if you have any questions.  
 

PARISH STEWARDSHIP: Thank you to all 
our parishioners who support both the 
Thanksgiving and Presbytery collections 
through your generous contributions.  St Agnes 
is now registered for online payments. The CDF 
Pay link to the St Agnes Parish, Highett site is: 
https://secure.artezpacific.com/registrant/d
onate.aspx?eventId=52905&spid=5635777 
Thank you most sincerely to all who support the 
mission of the Parish. 

ARCHBISHOP COMENSOLI’S LETTER 
to the People & Clergy of the Archdiocese - 

16th September, 2020: https://cam.org.au/wp-

content/uploads/16Sept20-Letter-to-People-

and-Clergy.pdf 

 

SOCIAL SERVICES SUNDAY: The 20th of 

September marks Social Services Sunday within 

the Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne. On this 

day we are invited to give thanks and pray for all 

who stand with and provide support to those who 

are marginalised and vulnerable within our 

communities. We recognise with deep gratitude, 

those working within Catholic Social Services 

Victoria’s 45 member organisations, the 7,000 

staff and 17,000 volunteers, who together, serve 

more than 200,000 people in need each year. We 

also give thanks for all in our parishes, who are 

so often at the forefront of providing practical 

support and care to those in need within their 

local communities, and beyond. We call to mind 

the 2020/21 Social Justice Statement brought out 

recently by the Australian Catholic bishops, To 

Live Life to the Full: Mental Health in Australia 

Today, and so draw your attention to a recent 

event hosted by CSSV, Counselling and 

Therapeutic Support in a Time of COVID, 

which provided an opportunity to become more 

familiar with mental health services, and how to 

practically reach out for or point to assistance.  
 

ST DOMINIC’S EAST CAMBERWELL 
invites St Agnes’ parishioners to a webinar on 

‘To Live Life To The Full’. Speakers include 

Bishop Terry Brady, Dr Caroline Johnson and 

Trish Mowbray. Register online at: 
www.trybook.com/BLKPG  

Registration closes on 28th September.  

Enquiries: 9912 6870 or email the parish on: 
secretary@stdominics.org.au 

 
SCRIPTURE READINGS for Daily Mass 

(Australian Liturgical Calendar) online: 
www.universalis.com/Australia/1000/mass 

Navigate the daily Scripture readings for the 

week ahead using the right-hand column 
 

BRIGIDINE ASYLUM SEEKER PROJECT 
Trivia Night: has been moved to 9th October, 

and it will be run via Zoom. You don’t need to 

be a Tech Wizard to play. If you would like to 

join in, please email Colette at 

colfoxw@gmail.com. Entry is your donation 

direct to Brigidine Asylum Seekers Trust 

Account. BSB: 083 004 NAB-ACCOUNT: 

569246603. Please give your name and the 

word ‘Trivia’ in the reference. If Zoom Trivia 

is not for you this year, any donation you could 

make would be greatly appreciated. 
 

 

Do you sometimes experience jealousy or 

resentfulness? What causes this response? 

How does it make you feel? Imagine the 

feelings of the workers who arrived last when 

they were paid for a full day’s work. What 

might they say of the generosity of God? • 

Share together a time when you have 

experienced overwhelming generosity. • Is 

there a difference in how we react if we are the 

recipients of generosity compared with our 

reaction when we see others being treated with 

generosity that we believe they do not 

deserve? Do we live in a generous society? • 

Look for occasions this week to be generous, 

not only with money, but with time, attention 

and attitude. Challenge those who lack 

generosity of spirit.  

Try meditating on the words of Psalm 103 this 

week:  

The Lord is kind and full of compassion, 
slow to anger, abounding in love. 

How good is the Lord to all, 

compassionate to all his creatures. 
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