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Joint Message for Protection of Creation 

Pope Francis, Patriarch Bartholomew (Eastern 

Orthodox Churches) and the Archbishop of 

Canterbury issued a joint message to the world 

on 1 September for the annual Season of 

Creation. The message was serious in tone, 

reflecting the urgent need to combat climate 

change and degradation of the world’s 

environment. The leaders ask us to take strong 

measures to “choose life, so that you and your 

children might live” (Deuteronomy 30:19). They ask us to turn away from self-indulgent 

living and “walk together towards a fairer and fulfilling society with those who are most 

vulnerable at the centre”. You can read the Message here.   

Laudato Si’ Action Platform 

On the Feast of St Francis of Assisi on 4 October, 

Pope Francis will launch the Laudato Si’ Action 

Platform. He will ask families, parishes, schools 

and other groups to commit to take action over 

the next seven years in ways suitable to each 

family and organisation, to “help create the future 

we want: a more inclusive, fraternal, peaceful and 

sustainable world”. And great news: Fr Alan has 

signed a pledge for our Parishes to develop a Laudato Si’ plan within the Platform! More 

information on the Platform, including how you can sign up, is available here.   

Glasgow Climate Change Conference 1-12 November 2021 

In November world leaders will meet in Glasgow 

to seek agreement on measures to reduce 

greenhouse emissions and abate the effects of 

climate change. Scientists tell us we only have 

until 2030 to take substantive action on global 

emissions before the world faces catastrophic 

climate change. Let us Pray that world leaders 

will reach real agreement to address the effects 
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of climate change, environmental pollution and resource depletion. Jesus assures us that 

prayer is effective: “Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the 

door will be opened for you” (Matthew 7:7). 

Choosing our electricity retailer – Phil and Maureen Steele 

In view of the current climate crisis, we decided to buy all of our electricity from the grid 

from a retailer that is not owned by a company operating any coal or gas fired power 

stations.  We found several retailers owned by power companies with only renewable  

power stations – wind, solar and/or hydro.  See  

https://www.greenelectricityguide.org.au 

We also decided to take a Green Power option for a modest additional fee – see 

https://www.greenpower.gov.au  The retailer buys accredited renewable energy on our 

behalf.  This helps to build more renewable electricity generation capacity in Australia.  

Although we already have solar panels, we felt that moving to Green Power using a 

retailer owned by a renewable only power company minimised the environmental 

impact of our electricity use.  – Phil & Maureen Steele 

Online Forum: Commencing a Parish Response to Laudato Si’  

The Care for our Common Home Group expects to offer this Zoom forum during 

October/November. Please watch the Parish Bulletin for details.  

Habitat Garden at Melaleuca Activity Hub 

The garden spaces at Melaleuca Activity Hub, 31 

Malaleuca Drive, Clarinda will be updated from 

Spring 2021 and will include a sample ‘habitat 

garden’ to demonstrate garden elements that help 

support biodiversity and local wildlife. Another 

section of the garden will be planted as a ‘food 

garden’ to demonstrate the variety of native 

edible plants available in Australia. Click on the link 

to register your interest in upcoming events. 

Prayer  
God of love, 

show us our place in this world 

as channels of your love 

for all creatures of this earth, 

for not one of them is forgotten in your sight… 
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